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David Sandler sports the stan-
dard racing gear required at
Chicago Indoor Racing.

Adults can race
wmndoors at track

BY STEVE ZALUSKY
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Auto racing fans will get a
chance to experience the sport’s
thrills firsthand Thursday, when
Chicago Indoor Racing opens to
the public.

The doors of the 85,000-

square-foot facility, 301 Hastings
Drive in Buffalo Grove, open at 4
p.m.
Tucked away in an industrial
park, the track might be a little
difficult to find. Hastings Drive is
located between Weiland Road
on the west and the Lake-Cook
railroad overpass to the east.

Run by Tony Stewart and
Georges Brown, the track will be
open seven days a week, with
hours of 4 to 10 p.m. Monday
through Wednesday, 4 to 11 p.m.
Thursday, noon to midnight
Friday, 9 a.m. to midnight Satur-
day and 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Sunday.

The track is open to people age
18 and above. The karts will zip
along on two tracks at speeds up
to 30 mph just inches off the
ground, but drivers will get the
sensation of what Stewart calls
driving on the edge.

To demonstrate what he
means, Stewart, a former auto
racer who hails from England,
and David Sandler, who is run-
ning the food operation at the
track’s Stewart’s Bar and Grille,
donned tight-fitting suits, racing
helmets and neck braces (this is
a safe operation, after all) on a
visit to the venue last week.

Stewart and Sandler bundled
themselves into their driver’s
seats and chased each other
around the track for a good half
hour. It was pretty intense, with

gInes

- ?’,;.?

PHOTOS BY MARK WELSH/DAILY HERALD

Tony Stewart of Chicago Indoor Racing demonstrates his idea ‘of living on the edge. The Buffalo
Grove facility opens for business Thursday.

Stewart often riding Sandler’s tail
hard and occasionally knocking
into him.

By the end, both knew they
had been through a workout.

“I was just showing him the
way, helping him learn, initiating
him,” Stewart said.

Did Sandler panic at being
knocked by Stewart's car?

“Just the first time. Then I real-

ized, ‘OK, he’s pushing me |

around the turns.””

The visit revealed that most of

the facility is almost done. Soon,
the bare walls will be bedecked
with banners. With its necklace
of maize and blue interlocking
plastic barriers, the track might
be mistaken for a subtle adver-
tisement for the University of
Michigan.

Above the track, in what looks
like a college football press box,
is an area where spectators can
watch the action. That is, when
they are not partaking in the
many activities available within
the glass box. Those activities
include billiards, virtual reality
games and a bar and restaurant
that features a menu designed by
Brett Stein, executive chef at
Catering by Michael’s and
winner of the Jean Banchet
award for culinary excellence.

Here is the view a spectator can expect to see of the track from
Stewart’s Bar and Grille.

If you go

What: Chicago Indoor Racing
opening

When: 4 p.m. Thursday
Where: 301 Hastings Drive
Cost: Prices vary but can be as
low as $25, including a practice
session and multilap race

Age: Drivers must be 18

Hours: 4 p.m.to 10 p.m.
Monday through Wednesday; 4
p.m.to 11 p.m. Thursday; noon
until midnight Friday; 9 a.m. until
midnight Friday; 10a.m. 1o 10
‘p.m. Sunday

Call: (847) 941-9400

Visit: www.chicagoindoorracing.
com




