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Getting the green flag

New facility

to bring indoor

kart racing
to suburbs

BY STEVE ZALUSKY
Daily Herald Staff Writer

The roar of construction
noise blocked out by his
helmet, Tony Stewart whips his
vehicle around a vast, empty
expanse once populated by
boxes and crates.

Stewart is demonstrating
one of the karts he plans to use
at the soon-to-be-opened
Chicago Indoor Racing in Buf-
falo Grove.

Skidding as he turns, the
former race car driver carefully
avoids painful encounters with
concrete pillars. Patrons, fortu-
nately, won't have to deal with
these, as they will benefit from
deformable safety barriers that
provide cushioning.

At first glance, Stewart seems
to be traveling at a speed
unsuitable for an indoor area,
no matter how spacious,

In reality, his vehicle is
moving no faster than a car
navigating a residential area —
up to 30 mph.

And therein lies the appeal of
Stewart’s latest venture.

Stewart is converting the
former General Binding Corp.
warehouse and production
facility at 301 Hastings Drive to
an entertainment center
anchored by the novel racing
component.

The 84,000-square-foot
building, in an industrial park
north of Lake-Cook Road and
west of Milwaukee Avenue, will
offer a bar and restaurant,
video games with a racing
theme and billiards, all on two
levels that include an overhead
viewing area for racing specta-
tors.

In addition, the facility will
feature conference rooms, a
scoreboard and projection
screens that hook up with
computers and DVDs. It also
offers free wireless Internet
throughout the building.
Antennas have been installed
on the roof and repeaters
placed throughout the facility
for perfect cellular reception.

Stewart, the CEO, said he
and his partner, vice president
Georges Brown, plan to open
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Tony Stewart sits with a car as construction progresses on the Chicago Indoor Racing facility,
which is expected to open next month in Buffalo Grove.

If you go

What: Chicago Indoor Racing —

Where: 301 Hastings Drive,
Buffalo Grove

When: It opens late September
or early October

Call: (847) 941-9400

Visit: www.chicago
indoorracing.com

later this month. They will
market the concept to adults,
preferably groups of them, for
such events as corporate team-

building meetings and
bachelor and bachelorette par-
ties.

A recent visit revealed a vast
overhauling of the interior,
with a vehicle resembling a
Zamboni blasting the surface
of the track to give it the proper
grip for the cars.

Chicago Indoor Racing bills
its racing karts as “fast enough
to experience the thrill of
racing, but not fast enough to
hurt anyone.”

Stewart said customers can
putter around and enjoy them-
selves. “But for those who really
want to push the envelope,
they can live on the edge.”

The 200-cc, four-cycle,
motor-powered karts zoom
along with the chassis close to
the ground. The illusion of high
speed results from a combina-
tion of factors: the proximity to

Stewart watches as a Buffalo Grove industrial facility is trans-
formed into Chicago Indoor Racing.

the track, a surface grip that

gives you the feeling you could

lose control at any moment,
the nearness of the cars and
barriers and tight steering that
leaves no margin for error.

“The difficulty you have is
actually convincing people
they were only going 30 miles
per hour,” Stewart said.

The two tracks will carry up
to 10 cars each, or can be com-
bined to hold 20 cars. One
track is 800 feet, the other 600.

Drivers must be 18 or older
and have a valid driver's
license. Before taking the
wheel, they are fitted with hel-
mets, suits and neck braces.

This is not to say younger
drivers will be excluded from
the action. Beginning six
months from now, children as

young as 7 will be allowed to
participate in a junior league
after they have completed a
two-day training course.

After the race, drivers receive
printouts of their performance,
times and ranking in relation to
other drivers. These records
also are available online.

“It’s a fantasy league but it’s
real,” said Stewart, who said
that the systems used to time
the races are the same as those
in Winston Cup races.

Stewart and Brown are mod-
eling the venture on a venue in
Braintree, Mass., called F1
Boston.

Stewart, who hails from
London, said he broke into the
business of designing indoor
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